Mrs. Whitley’s Writing Rubric

Directions: Use the information on this page and the rubric on the back to guide you as you complete all writings for class.
DOMAINS OF WRITING


	FOCUS/THESIS
	ORGANIZATION
	SUPPORT & ELABORATION
	CONVENTIONS
	STYLE



	The single controlling point made with an awareness of task and audience about a specific topic

A strong thesis is the most important part of your writing. Please remember that a strong thesis:

· Takes a stand

· Is arguable

· Expresses one main idea

·  Is specific

· Justifies discussion


	The logical order developed and sustained within and across paragraphs using transitional devices and including introduction and conclusion
	The presence of ideas developed through facts, examples, anecdotes, details, opinions, statistics, reasons, and/or explanations
	Grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation. Proper format is also included in this domain.


	The choice, use and arrangement of words and sentence structures that create tone and voice 


	TRAITS OF WRITING
	FOCUS
	ORGANIZATION
	SUPPORT AND ELABORATION
	CONVENTIONS
	STYLE

	4
	· Thesis is clearly established
· Thesis is maintained throughout the essay

· Never loses focus

· Demonstrates independent thinking
	· Logical progression of paragraphs
· Transitions are used fluently
· Definite structure
	· Perceptive and insightful opinions and interpretations
· Superior analysis of support or evidence 
· Excellent choice of evidence which supports thesis
	· Appropriate use of content vocabulary
· Few, if any, spelling errors
· Few, if any, end and internal punctuation errors
	· Sophisticated words
· No verb tense errors
· Often varies sentence lengths and types
· Uses original and smooth writing choices

	3
	· Thesis is clearly established
· Thesis is maintained throughout the essay

· May lose focus on topic at least once


	· Logical progression of paragraphs
· Transitions are used effectively, but may be repetitious
· Significant amount of connection between ideas and structure

	· Logical opinions and interpretations
· Good analysis of support or evidence
· Good choice of support or evidence which supports thesis
	· Appropriate use of content vocabulary
· Few, if any, spelling errors
· Few, if any, end punctuation errors
· Some internal punctuation errors
	· Precise words
· Few verb tense errors
· Sometimes varies  sentence lengths and types
· Some original ideas

	2
	· Thesis is partially established but not specific
· Thesis is not maintained throughout the essay

· Loses focus throughout piece


	· Illogical or inappropriate paragraphing
· Weak or no transitions between paragraphs
· Weak or no transitions between sentences
· Incomplete paragraphs
	· Some logical opinions and interpretations
· Sufficient analysis of support or evidence
· Some examples are made
· Examples go into some detail
	· Some errors in use of content vocabulary
· Some spelling errors
· Some end punctuation errors
· Many internal punctuation errors
	· Imprecise words
· Some verb tense errors
· Seldom varies sentence lengths and types


	1
	· Thesis is vague or unclear
· Thesis shows little sense of direction

· Topic is confusing

· Demonstrates superficial thinking
	· Little or no organizational pattern
· Incomplete paragraphs
· Lack of structure
· Lack of transition
· No connections between paragraphs
	· Illogical opinions and interpretations
· Weak, unimportant, and/or illogical evidence or support
· Lacks examples related to topics

	· No attempt to include content vocabulary
· Many spelling errors
· Many end punctuation errors
· No attempt to apply internal punctuation
	· Simple or ordinary words
· Many verb tense errors
· No attempt to vary sentence lengths and types
· Lacks flow


So how do I get a letter grade for my work??  Add up all the scores.  4=A, 3=B, 2=C, 1=D

	Level 1 (4-7)
	Level 2 (8-11)
	Level 3 (12-16)
	Level 4 (17-20)

	7-78%
	11-84%
	16-92%
	20-100%

	6-75%
	10-83%
	15-90%
	19-98%

	5-74%
	9-81%
	14-88%
	18-96%

	4-73%
	8-80%
	13-87%
	17-94%

	1-70%
	
	12-86%
	


